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Following a walkout and rally 
at the University of Montana’s 
law school, UM is launching an 
independent review to assess the 
school’s structure. 

About 100 UM students and 
community members gathered 
on Tuesday morning to demand 
change and accountability in the 
Alexander Blewett III School of 
Law.

Speakers and students called 
on law school Dean Paul Kirgis 
and Associate Dean Sally Weaver 
to resign, saying the two admin-
istrators had failed students and 
created a toxic environment.

As first reported by the Daily 
Montanan, women from the law 
school say the dean and associ-
ate dean discouraged them from 
reporting allegations of sexual 
harassment and assault to the 

university’s Office of Equal Op-
portunity and Title IX.

Following students’ demands 
and based on what was discussed 
at the walkout, university of-
ficials are launching an “inde-
pendent, outside review to assess 
the learning and working envi-
ronment in the Law School and 
the mechanisms in place to best 
support students,” according to 

a statement to the Missoulian on 
Tuesday from UM spokesman 
Dave Kuntz. 

Everett Johns, one of the walk-
out’s co-organizers and a sec-
ond-year law student, opened 
the rally with a speech.

“We’re here today because the 
law school administration has 
ignored, silenced and retaliated 
against survivors at this school 

for too long,” he said. “We stand 
in solidarity here today with sur-
vivors.”

Johns was eager to join the law 
school and eventually practice 
law in Montana and advocate on 
behalf of survivors. He himself is 
a survivor of domestic violence 
and sexual assault.

“But it didn’t take long for me 
to realize that there’s a problem 
at this law school. The adminis-
tration here has created a toxic 
learning environment for stu-
dents and for faculty,” Johns said, 
directing his gaze at Kirgis.

Johns called for Kirgis and 
Weaver to be ousted. He sug-
gested that a “radical culture 
change” is needed at the law 
school, and that change could 
be brought with fresh adminis-
tration.

“The administration here has 
failed us. Dean Kirgis and Associ-
ate Dean Weaver, you have failed 
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A Hellgate Elementary teacher 
accused of attempted child sex 
abuse pleaded not guilty in Mis-
soula County District Court on 
Tuesday morning.

Scott M. 
Hamilton, 25, of 
Missoula, was 
arraigned on 
one count of at-
tempted child sex 
abuse and one 
count of child 
sex abuse includ-
ing possession of 

materials.
Missoula County District 

Court Judge Jason Marks pre-

sided. Hamilton’s mom and 
brother were present in the 
courtroom at Tuesday’s hearing.

Hamilton was arrested by Mis-
soula police last Friday after they 
executed a search warrant at his 
residence. Charging documents 
allege Hamilton was in contact 
with a minor via social media 
platforms and exchanged sexu-
ally explicit images and messages 
with them.

The court also heard Hamil-

ton’s attorney, Peter Lacny, on 
a bond reduction at the Tuesday 
hearing.

“Considering his strong com-
munity ties, lack of criminal his-
tory and the small likelihood of 
flight I’d ask the court to re-
duce bond as requested,” Lacny 
said. 

State prosecution main-
tained that a $100,000 bail was 
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A federal judge has halted an 
extensive forest management 
project in the Ninemile drainage 
west of Missoula, ruling that the 
U.S. Forest Service failed to follow 
its own rules on road construction 
and protecting wildlife habitat.

“Grizzly bears are finally 
getting the due diligence they 
deserve in the Ninemile,” said 
Patty Ames, president of the 
Flathead-Lolo-Bitterroot Cit-
izen Task Force, which helped 
bring the lawsuit.

“This area is critical to re-
gional recovery of grizzly bears, 
including reestablishment in the 
Bitterroot Ecosystem,” Ames 
said. “Now the Forest Service 
must account for the impact of 
all roads on grizzly bear survival 
and habitat use and use the best 
available scientific information.”

The Soldier-Butler Project 
would affect about 45,160 acres 
in the mountains north of Alber-
ton. It involved logging about 17.5 
million board-feet of timber on 
9,975 acres during the next eight 
to 10 years.
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The group name for bears 
— which don’t often appear in 
groups — is a sloth.

And Missoula’s Rattlesnake 
neighborhood has a serious sloth 
of black bears rummaging about 
for any food the human residents 
have left unsecured this fall.

“I’m estimating 30 to 40 
bears in the Rattlesnake,” Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife & Parks bear 
manager Jamie Jonkel said on 
Tuesday. “They’re getting into 
any available fruit, and sadly, a 
few of these bears are getting into 
garbage and bird feeders. We’re 
putting the whole Missoula area 
on high alert.”

Similar sloths of bears have 
been pillaging the Grant Creek, 
Bonner-Milltown, the Univer-
sity neighborhood, and the lower 
Bitterroot as they bulk up for 
hibernation — a process called 
hyperphagia. As the backcountry 
supplies of hawthorn and service 
berries have been consumed, the 
bears key in on apple and plum 
trees in the more residential val-
ley bottoms, Jonkel said.

Judge 
halts 
forest 
project
Says Ninemile drainage 

work didn’t follow rules

Bear manager 
says ‘30 to 40’ 
in Rattlesnake
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Hellgate teacher pleads not guilty
Hamilton arraigned 

on sex abuse counts, 

on bail after reduction

Hamilton

UM to conduct review of 

law school after walkout
About 100 rally to 

demand accountability, 

change in leadership
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Law students and others hold their hands in the air to acknowledge survivors of sexual assault during a walkout Tuesday at the University of 
Montana’s School of Law. 

From left, Samantha Veneski, Lenore Bushey and Everett Johns 
participate in a walkout by students of the University of Montana’s 
School of Law.

 � ONLINE: To see a video of 
the walkout at University of 
Montana, visit this story online 
at Missoulian.com.
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STOP BY MISSOULA FRESH MARKET THIS WEEK FOR
FRESH RED OR GREEN SEEDLESS GRAPES JUST $0.99/LB.
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